
Phonics at 
Hurworth House 

School
Little Wandle Letters and 

Sounds



At Hurworth House we use Little 
W andle Let t er s and Sounds t o f or m our  

t eaching of  Phonics. 

W ha t  is Phonics?
Phonics is a  way of  t eaching childr en 

how t o r ead and wr it e. It  helps childr en 
hea r , ident if y and use dif f er ent  sounds 
t ha t  dist inguish one wor d f r om anot her  

in t he English language. (T he Lit er acy 
T r ust ).



Effective Phonics 
Teaching looks 

like ...



Phonics Phases

Int r oduct ion of  mor e complex 
gr aphemes using t wo let t er s 
(digr aphs) or  t hr ee let t er s 
( t r igr aphs). A f ur t her  2 5 
let t er s and gr aphemes a r e 

t aught . t eaching of  gr aphemes 
t ha t  make mor e t hen one 

sound. e.g. 'oo'

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3

T he f ir st  phase of  phonics 
f ocuses on t he f undament a ls 

of  list ening and 
communica t ion skills 

developing t he r ecognit ion of  
sound. Laying t he 

f ounda t ions f or  phase 2 . 

Knowledge and under st anding 
of  19 GPCs ca t egor ised int o 
5 set s. Int r oducing t he skills; 

blending (VC and CVC) 
segment ing, spelling, high 

f r equency wor ds and 
pr act ising r eading.



Phonics Phases

No new phonemes or  
gr aphemes, f ocus on f ur t her  
manipula t ion of  t he ones t hey 

have a lr eady lea r nt  - 
incr easing t he complexit y of  
blending. Young people should 

become mor e conf ident  r eader s 
acr oss t his phase wit h wor ds 

cont a ining a  number  of  
gr aphemes. 

New gr aphemes int r oduced 
wit h a  va r ia t ion in sound 

compar ed t o t hose lea r nt  in 
pr evious phases e.g. 'a i' in 

phase 2  can a lso be 'ay' (play) 
or  'a -e' (make). T his phase 

a ims t o bor aden t he knowledge 
of  gr aphemes and phonemes 
used in r eading and spelling. 

PHASE 4 PHASE 5 FLUENCY
A simple one-minut e 

a ssessment s a r e used t o 
measur e t he f luency of  childr en 
in t he f ina l st ages of  Phase 5. 

Resea r ch ident if ies t he key 
f act or s of  f luency t o be: 

• a ccur acy 
• r a t e/ aut omat icit y 
• pr osody/ expr ession (pauses, 
int ona t ion)

https://youtu.be/3C1KTDag0ZA




Pronunciation is key ....

To wa t ch mor e of  t he 
pr onuncia t ion videos please 

scan her e >>>

Pr onuncia t ion is a  key pa r t  of  t he 
t eaching of  phonics. Teaching young 
people how t o pr onounce sounds is 
t he building blocks t o building up 

mor e complex phonet ica l skills. 

As adult s it  is impor t ant  t o 
pr onounce t he sounds wit hout  adding 

anyt hing on t he end. Adult s of t en 
pr onounce const ant s wit h an 'uh' on 

t he end f or  example - 

/ b/  / a /  / t /
'bu' + 'a ' + 't uh' If  viewing online, please click 

t he video link here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvOuc7cWXxc
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvOuc7cWXxc


How do we teach 
blending?

scan t he QR 
code t o f ind 

out  mor e

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IL5YUCPyC5I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IL5YUCPyC5I


What are Tricky Words?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3C1KTDag0ZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3C1KTDag0ZA




For More 
information

School hold training sessions 
for parents and carers 
please contact on 01325 

729080 to book into the 
next Little Wandle at 

Hurworth House School 
session. 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
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