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Welcome to Sketchley School. Located across three sites in Leicestershire, Sketchley is an 
independent day school for children and young people aged 8 to 19 years with autism and 
associated conditions.

Welcome to Sketchley School

Specialised, individualised 
learning that transforms lives
Sketchley is not a traditional school, because traditional 
schools cannot fully meet the needs of our young people. We 
look and feel different, and the learning and support we deliver 
makes us stand apart, even from other specialist schools. 
Sketchley delivers specialised, highly individualised education 
and support that completely transforms the lives of our young 
people and their families.

Children and young people achieve exceptional outcomes, 
despite previous difficulties at school or being out of 
education for long periods. Since our establishment, every 
pupil has attained at least five GCSE passes, all access further 
education and every young person leaving us goes on to 
university, training or employment. We encourage our pupils 
to have high aspirations and to place no limits on what they 
can achieve.

A school tailored to our pupils’ 
needs
Everything about the school and our three sites has been 
purposefully designed to meet the specific needs of the 
students. Our very small class sizes are key to unlocking 
their potential. Small classes enable staff to provide the 
intensive support that young people need to achieve rapid 
and significant progress academically, socially and emotionally. 
Pupils feel comfortable participating in lessons and can 
develop their social skills and make friends.

We minimise the anxiety that children with autism can feel, 
because there are no large crowds to contend with. Instead, 
they are part of a school with a warm, personal, family-
feel. This is underpinned by a dedicated staff team who are 
passionate about making a difference to the young people’s 
lives and equipping them with a brighter future.

Building confidence and skills for 
a fulfilling future
Our aim at Sketchley School is to equip every young person 
with the skills and confidence that they need for a happy, 
independent and fulfilling future. Young people learn in an 
adapted environment where they feel safe, comfortable and 
understood, and we are so proud of the inspirational progress 
they make.

Please do not hesitate to contact 
me if you would like to arrange 
a visit and see the school for 
yourself.

Susanna Craig
Executive Head Teacher at 
Sketchley School

All students move on to positive destinations with 
the confidence to succeed. All students move on to 
appropriate placements in employment, further training 
or higher education. This represents excellent progress 
across higher levels of study.
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We provide highly effective therapeutic support which helps each young person to 
address the individual challenges that their autism brings. They learn to understand their 
difficulties, manage their behaviours and develop new ways of thinking. The therapeutic 
support they receive enables pupils to fully participate 
in their learning and life in general, as well as develop 
socially and emotionally.

Therapeutic support

Our approach
Our specialist in-school Therapy Team is led by a Clinical 
Psychologist and the comprehensive range of therapies 
include:

•    Speech and language therapy

•    Occupational therapy

•    Counselling

•    Art and music therapy

•    Play therapy

•    Reflexology

•    Yoga

•    Lego therapy

Young people receive a therapy package tailored to their 
individual needs, which is continually reviewed and developed 
as these change over time. Children with autism often 
experience difficulties such as dyslexia and dyspraxia and we 
employ strategies to help pupils manage these conditions.

Therapy is delivered in our specialist therapy and sensory 
rooms on each site. For their therapy to be practical and 
meaningful, it is important that pupils apply what they have 
learned to everyday life and our lessons are specifically 
designed to offer daily opportunities for this.

The school’s work  
to promote pupils’ personal 
development and welfare 

is good. Staff place a strong 
emphasis on building confidence, 

creating an environment of 
readiness to learn.
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Located throughout Leicestershire, Sketchley Hall, Forest House and Progression House 
offer safe and structured environments within mature private grounds for young people 
to develop the skills they need to live as independently as possible and make real life 
choices as they reach adulthood.

Sketchley Hall
Sketchley Hall is a specialist day school for pupils aged 8 to 
14 years with autism. Set within an acre of mature grounds in 
the village of Burbage, Sketchley Hall provides our pupils with 
a safe, specially adapted environment where they can learn 
and grow. The school is specifically designed for pupils with 
autism and includes rooms for specialist subjects, therapy and 
quiet areas.

As many of our pupils have had a disrupted education, 
Sketchley Hall provides the intensive support that enables 
them to catch up with their studies and feel ready for the 
next step. Pupils at Sketchley Hall study Key Stage 2 and 
3 of the National Curriculum. Learning is tailored to their 
individual needs and preferences, providing opportunities to 
take subjects such as Life Skills and Communication Skills, in 
addition to the more traditional subjects.

At Sketchley Hall, we build the behavioural foundations and 
educational groundwork for our young people to progress. 
This means that when the time comes, they feel confident 
and ready to move on to Forest House to take their GCSEs.

Forest House
Forest House is a specialist day school for pupils aged 14 
to 16 years with autism. Located in the village location of 
Narborough, Forest House School is committed to developing 
a learning community that is safe, purposeful, challenging and 
supportive of every student and their family. Young people 
study Key Stage 4 of the National Curriculum and all pupils to 
date have been successful in achieving a minimum of five GCSE 
passes.

Our specialist services

•    An academic curriculum in line with mainstream 
provision, including a broad range of GCSE options

•    Intensive therapeutic programmes and strategies 
designed to assist with anxiety (CAMHS Tier 3)

•    Strong links with local employers to provide an extensive 
work experience programme for pupils

•    Opportunities to integrate into community life

•    Structured independence programmes

•    Bespoke support package based on individual assessment 
of need

Progression House
Progression House is a specialist day school for pupils aged 
16 to 19 years with autism. The school is located in the 
Leicestershire market town of Hinckley. Young people have 
the option of studying for A-Levels, further GCSEs or courses 
at mainstream colleges, for which they receive specialist 
one-to-one support. Each pupil has an individualised life skills 
programme relevant to their aspirations and ability.

Our specialist services

•    Academic curriculum in line with mainstream provision, 
including GCSE and A level options and college placement

•    Intensive therapeutic programs and strategies designed 
to assist with anxiety (CAMHS Tier3)

•    Strong links with local employers to provide an extensive 
work experience program for young people

•    Opportunities to integrate into community life

•    Structured individualized independence programs

•    Bespoke support package based on individual assessment 
of need

Our specialist education services   

Achieving positive outcomes

•    100% of pupils are involved in life skills programmes

•    100% of pupils are involved in their EHCP Review

•    100% of young people in Year 9 are actively involved in 
transition planning at A level that reflects their ability

•    100% of pupils are involved in community programmes – 
active citizenship

Achieving positive outcomes

•    100% of young people have bespoke packages of 
education

•    100% of young people are involved in life skills programs

•    100% of young people are involved in their EHCP Review

•    100% of young people are enabled to progress onto 
university, training or employment

Leavers’ destinations include:

•    BSc Physics

•    BA Games Programming

•    BSc Computer Science

•    BA Performing Arts

•    A range of Level 3, 2 and 1 BTECs in subjects including Art, 
Animal care and Media

•    Other leavers have entered full time employment or 
continued in specialist education

Our specialist services

•    An academic curriculum in line with mainstream provision, 
including a broad range of GCSE options

•    Intensive therapeutic programmes and strategies designed 
to assist with anxiety (CAMHS Tier 3)

•    Strong links with local employers to provide an extensive 
work experience programme for pupils

•    Opportunities to integrate into community life

•    Structured independence programmes

•    Bespoke support package based on individual assessment of 
need



Get in touch 
For information on our specialist services  
at Sketchley School, please do not  
hesitate to contact us.

Call: 01455 890 023
Email: placements@aspris.com
Website: www.aspriscs.co.uk 

Sketchley School, 

Manor Way, 

Sketchley, 

Burbage, 

Leicestershire, 

LE10 3HT

“I was apprehensive  
that my daughter would ever  

set foot in a school setting again, but 
through Sketchley School nurturing, 

listening to both me and my daughter 
and following my daughter’s lead, she is 

beginning to thrive. I will never be able to 
show my sincere gratitude to the school 

that has gone above and beyond to  
help my child.”

Parent of a pupil at 

Sketchley School

“I don’t like to think about 
the past, I think that in life it’s 

important to keep moving 
forwards. Without this place 

I wouldn’t be who I am today. 
I’d still be confused. I’m excited 

about the new things in life now, 
and that’s good.”

Sketchley School pupil


