
Rossendale School



Rossendale School is an independent day and residential specialist school for children 
and young people aged 7-18 years with autism and the associated complex emotional, 
behavioural and social needs. 

Rated ‘Good with Outstanding features’ by Ofsted, our school is located in the beautiful 
Rossendale Valley, giving students opportunities to connect with nature each day. Our 
main site is on the moors above Ramsbottom, chosen to provide education to our young 
people and to develop their independence and social skills in a safe, supported way. 

We pride ourselves on offering a calm, warm, nurturing and friendly environment. 
Relationships are also very important to us and we encourage respect and kindness 
towards everyone.

Welcome to Rossendale School

Specialised and individualised 
learning that transforms lives
Rossendale School transforms the lives of young people by 
empowering them to break negative cycles and achieve their 
potential. When young people join our school, they enter a 
warm, supportive and welcoming learning environment where 
they soon feel secure, valued and understood. Young people 
who have previously had difficult experiences in school settle 
well and usually begin to make progress in all areas soon after 
they arrive. We pride ourselves in helping young people to 
achieve their academic potential, whilst developing strong life 
skills at the same time.  

We have small class groups with highly experienced staff who 
get to know each child very well and learn what is necessary to 
support them on a day-to-day basis. Our curriculum is broad 
and balanced, following the National Curriculum and offering 
many accredited courses. This includes a full range of GCSEs, 
A Levels, Higher Level BTECs and Entry Level, as well as the 
important life skills necessary for a happy and healthy adult life.  

“What an amazing school! My daughter has enjoyed 
every minute of her time at the school and is ready for 
her school day with a big smile on her face. Amazing, 
caring, kind and helpful staff. Rossendale has made such a 
difference to my daughter’s and my journey. Thank you.”

Parent of a young person at Rossendale School

“Our son is lucky to  
have a place at Rossendale 

School. A school which 
finally understands and 

cares.”

Parent of a young person at 
Rossendale School

“Pupils have access to 
an exceptional range of 
activities that help them 
to become independent 

young citizens.”

Rossendale School  
Ofsted Report

Building the confidence for a 
successful future
With our specialist support, students build the confidence, 
resilience and independence skills to pursue their aspirations, 
unlocking a range of exciting opportunities for their future. The 
school supports young people to become successful learners, 
who are able to manage challenges both inside and outside the 
classroom. Our students develop into confident young people, 
who are able to self-evaluate and communicate, and who 
successfully transition to further education or employment. 

We are very proud of the 
exceptional progress our 
students make at Rossendale 
School. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me if you would like 
to arrange a visit and see the 
school for yourself. 

George Mills
Headteacher 
Rossendale School



A broad and balanced curriculum 
that achieves positive outcomes
The well-constructed, well-taught curriculum at Rossendale School 
leads to positive results and outcomes for students of all abilities. 
Young people are encouraged to be ambitious about their future 
careers and to recognise the importance of making a contribution 
to society.

Rossendale stands apart from other specialist schools by 
providing the same wide-ranging educational opportunities as 
many mainstream settings, including academic and vocational 
qualifications. Year 11 students have had the opportunity to take 
more than 30 types of accreditation.

Our school also offers an enrichment curriculum, encouraging 
young people to experience the joy of discovering an interest or 
passion outside of their academic life. We want our children to 
be life-long learners, who are open to new experiences and enjoy 
developing new skills and knowledge.

By participating in a wide range of activities ranging from the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award to athletics, drama and horse-riding, our 
pupils develop new skills and talents, build confidence and improve 
their wellbeing. They also develop new friendship groups and a 
heightened sense of belonging to our school community.

Meeting the holistic needs of  
our young people
As well as supporting our student to achieve academically, we 
look at meeting their holistic needs. Our residential service is an 
excellent resource that is successfully used to achieve this and  
has been praised by Ofsted. By supporting young people to access 
the community, to try new experiences and build friendships with 
each other, our homes provide the intensive help some students 
need to develop their self-esteem, confidence and life skills,  
including communication and teamwork.

Some of our students have mental health difficulties that act as barriers 
to learning and their own personal and emotional development.  
We have a highly experienced therapy team who can also provide 
tailored support to students as appropriate, to address any issues 
and to re-engage them with learning. This can involve providing more 
intensive support on occasions when our students are experiencing 
emotional disruption. Art Psychotherapist, Sensory Trained 
Occupational Therapists, a School Counsellor, a Neurodevelopmental 
Family Worker and a Speech and Language Therapist. 

Working in partnership with 
families
While our staff have the expertise to support young people with 
autism and associated complex needs, we know that parents are 
always the experts on their child. We recognise that we must 
learn from each other and work in partnership to fully meet 
each pupil’s needs.

Communication with families is regular, open, two-way and led 
by the young person’s keyworker on a weekly basis. In addition, 
there are many opportunities to further meet staff face-to-face, 
including an annual review, parents’ evenings and an annual 
event celebrating students’ achievements at the school. 

Education services
Education at Rossendale School is broad, balanced and ambitious. We support students to 
become hardworking, independent learners who are highly motivated to achieve their full 
potential, whilst also developing the life skills they need for adulthood. Students access a 
curriculum which is specifically tailored to meet their individual needs, including any gaps in 
learning due to time out of school before joining Rossendale. 

Personalised learning that 
develops confidence 

Every student at Rossendale School receives a bespoke 
package of learning and support, tailored to their individual 
needs, strengths and aspirations. Many of our students have 
had difficult experiences at mainstream schools and time 
out of education. They often arrive at Rossendale lacking 
in confidence and disengaged from learning. We carefully 
transition young people into the school, developing positive, 
nurturing relationships that build confidence and self-esteem 
and see students quickly settle in. Children learn to reflect on 
their behaviour and to develop the social skills they need to 
work with others.

We have an overarching intent at Rossendale to maximise each 
individual’s potential in a caring environment. Highly specialised 
teachers, therapists and support staff work closely together to 
create a seamless, integrated approach for each young person, 
supporting their personal development and re-engagement 
with learning. Much of what we seek to do lies in improving 
the self-esteem, confidence and communication skills of 
our students, which lays the foundations for the excellent 
outcomes they achieve.

Trusting and positive 
relationships

Ofsted has recognised the exceptional working relationships 
our staff build with students, which encourage them to love 
learning again. These positive connections make young people 
feel secure, valued and confident to be themselves at school, 
often for the first time. They learn in a warm and welcoming 
community where they are listened to and understood.

As they undertake their learning journey with our school, we 
work in partnership with each young person, their families and 
the professionals that support them.

Small class sizes with intensive 
support

Teaching methods within the school are founded on providing 
structure and routine, with clear expectations. The needs of 
individuals are respected, particularly those young people who 
do not find working with others easy.

Our small class sizes mean that our young people have 
substantial time with staff members, who are able to provide 
the more intensive support that helps them to quickly make 
significant progress. Working in small groups helps to ensure 
that students feel comfortable participating in class, they learn 
to collaborate, they start to make friends and they begin to 
enjoy school life.

“Leaders have designed a well-organised, broad and 
balanced curriculum. This curriculum develops pupils’ 
skills and knowledge, so that they make strong progress 
from their starting points. Leaders have identified the 
most important knowledge that they want pupils to learn. 
Teachers deliver this in a way that supports pupils’ social 
and communication needs effectively.”

Rossendale School Ofsted Report



Rossendale School has a calming and inclusive therapeutic environment, where young 
people feel understood, listened to and valued. As many of our students have had difficult 
experiences at previous schools, we ensure they access the specialist therapeutic support 
they need to address their challenges and re-engage with learning. 

It may be that a young person requires a bespoke therapy package which will be continually 
reviewed and developed as their needs change over time. This can involve providing more 
intensive support should our students be experiencing any emotional disruption.

Therapeutic support Meeting the pupil’s needs
Our highly experienced therapy team includes a Clinical 
Psychologist, Art Psychotherapist, Speech and Language 
Therapist, two sensory trained Occupational Therapists, 
School Counsellor and a Neuro Developmental Family 
Support Worker. They provide highly effective therapeutic 
support, when required, to help a young person address the 
individual challenges that they may face. Anxieties are reduced, 
communication skills improve and young people become more 
skilled at knowing how to self-regulate their emotions, when 
faced with the challenges life can present. The therapeutic 
support they receive enables pupils to fully participate in their 
learning and life in general, as well as develop socially and 
emotionally.

The therapy team work closely with teaching staff to ensure a 
cohesive, consistent approach to therapeutic support is taken 
across the school. All staff have had training in the principles 
of ‘PACE’ communication, and it is embedded in how staff 
interact with pupils. The PACE approach uses playfulness, 
acceptance, curiosity and empathy to open channels of 
communication with children and helps to ensure that they 
feel heard, as well as developing their skills in emotional 
regulation.

Part of one of the leading 
specialist education providers
We are proud to also be part of Aspris Children’s Services, one 
of the UK’s leading specialist education and care providers. 
We form part of a network of Ofsted Good and Outstanding 
schools and colleges, sharing best practice and learning from 
each other’s successes.

As part of Aspris Children’s Services, we have access to a 
national network of education and care services. This enables 
students to make smooth transitions to associated colleges 
when they leave us, or access other Aspris specialist services 
as needed. We benefit from a comprehensive and continually 
updated range of training, expert information and advice for 
educating and supporting children with autism and associated 
complex needs. 

Our school is overseen by a board of Governors, which includes 
our Operations Director, Health and Safety Advisor, HR Advisor 
and Finance Lead, ensuring a consistent and robust approach of 
the highest standards.



Rossendale has four residential properties, which are a short driving distance from the 
school. Our residential provision is an excellent resource that helps us to meet the holistic 
needs of our pupils.

Many of our young people struggle with their social skills and they can lack confidence 
when it comes to going out into the community. Our residential service offers a tailored 
package of support for pupils, who will stay at one of our homes on one or more nights 
a week. Within our homes we provide the intensive help our pupils need to develop their 
self-esteem and life skills. They build relationships with other young people and learn how 
to successfully interact with the local community in a safe and supported way. 

Residential care services A wide range of activities
We encourage young people to try a broad range of activities 
on-site and in the local community. These have recently 
included:

• Arts and crafts

• Athletics club

• Badminton

• Baking

• Drama club

• Football club

• Golf

• Horse riding

• Scouts

• Swimming

• Trampolining

• Visits to soft play centres and local parks

Our accommodation
The accommodation comprises of Sally Barn 1, Sally Barn 2 and 
The Quarter. Sally Barn 1 and 2 are adjoining semi-detached 
properties, which were originally part of an 18th Century 
farmhouse and have been rebuilt using the original stone. 
The Quarter is a two storey house on a residential street. Our 
homes are fully furnished with a range of communal areas, and 
each child who stays there has their own bedroom. 

Equipping young people with a brigher future 
We carefully manage the residential properties to ensure that pupils are with others 
of a similar age or with similar interests, so that they can develop their social skills and 
build friendships. Young people are encouraged and supported to try new activities 
which develop confidence and life skills, such as cooking an evening meal and travelling 
independently. Accessing the community with an experienced staff member that they 
know well helps our young people to feel more secure, and means that any anxieties can 
be worked through together.

Young people who receive this support become more confident, independent and 
more able to cope with new experiences and change. This paves the way for academic 
achievements, further personal and emotional development, and successful transitions to 
further education or employment. Staff work closely with each young person’s family to 
ensure that they can transfer their new skills to their own home and local community.

“He has been  
at the school for almost  

five years now and is happy 
here. He loves staying over and 

is really benefiting from the 
independence skills he  

is learning.”

Parent of a young person at 
Rossendale School



Paul’s story
Prior to attending Rossendale School, Paul* had been excluded 
from mainstream schools and had struggled with developing and 
maintaining friendships with his peers. He had been diagnosed 
with ASD and anxiety. 

Since starting at Rossendale School, he has excelled academically, 
including receiving an academic achievement award. Paul’s 
anxieties are also now under control and he has developed a 
strong and stable network of friends. 

Despite having previously struggled with school attendance and 
engaging with others, Paul has since captained the school football 
team and undertaken work experience at a local football club.

Michael’s story
Michael* had struggled with mainstream school and his 
attendance was very poor. Diagnosed with ASD, he found it 
difficult to interact with his peers. Since starting at Rossendale 
School, Michael’s attendance is over 98% and he has developed 
strong friendships. He has also developed key life skills and enjoys 
a positive relationship with his family. 

Michael had previously struggled emotionally and found it difficult 
to interact with other children of a similar age, however he has 
now developed friendships both in school and in the residential 
setting, and he meets up with his friends out of school.

Our stories

Callum’s story
Callum* had very poor attendance previously at 
mainstream school, however since being a pupil at 
Rossendale School, this has improved to over 99% 
attendance. He also struggled with engaging and 
interacting with his peers, yet he has now built and 
maintains healthy relationships with other children. 

Callum had also experienced issues with settling into a 
school routine but is now settled and fully engaged in all 
of his lessons, and is working at or above his age level in 
all subjects. He has also represented the school football 
team and started learning age appropriate life skills, whilst 
staying in residence. He has achieved the bronze and gold 
award for NNAS young navigation.

*Names and images have been changed to maintain confidentiality.

Watch our latest parent 
testimonial video

Hear from Mike and Helen who talk about their son’s journey 
from a mainstream school and the many positive outcomes 

he has achieved since arriving at Rossendale School. To watch 
this video, please click here or use the following URL link:  

https://vimeo.com/582150868

https://vimeo.com/582150868


Get in touch 
For more information on our specialist services  
at Rossendale School, please do not  
hesitate to contact us.

Call: 01706 822 779
Email: placements@aspris.com
Website: www.aspriscs.co.uk 

Rossendale School,  

Bamford Road,  

Ramsbottom,  

Lancashire,  

BL0 0RT

“She trusts the staff who 
tailor activities to meet 

her changing needs. 
Communication is excellent, 

as is liaison with the main 
school.”

Parent of a young person at 
Rossendale School

“After failed  
placements in mainstream 

school, all staff support my son  
to flourish and focus on him 
trying to achieve, and they 

celebrate what he can do. The 
support is outstanding with 

ongoing contact that is superb.”

Parent of a young person at 
Rossendale School

“It has changed our son’s life, 
and ours as a family. Our son 

has made incredible progress 
since joining the school.”

Parent of a young person at 
Rossendale School


