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FOSTERING SERVICES

Foster carers
make a big
difference to the
lives of children
and young
people. Could you
change a life?

Fostering
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Priory Fostering Services provide high quality, stable foster care placements for children and
adolescents up to the age of 18. We also offer parent and child and sibling group placements.

We are a Tier One provider throughout the West Midlands. This means we are among the
first group of fostering agencies to see requests from social services who are looking to place
a child with foster carers.  

We believe that all children and young people have the right to grow up in a safe, supportive and loving family. 
Foster carers can provide the right environment, care and levels of support to make a real difference to children’s lives.

As a foster carer you will be at the centre of a team of dedicated professionals who provide comprehensive support 
and ongoing training to help achieve positive outcomes for children and young people.

Whether you are new to fostering or an experienced carer, we will encourage you to feel part of our dedicated team. 
In return we offer a substantial rewards package and other useful benefits to ensure that you flourish as part of 
a friendly, enthusiastic and dynamic team.

Foster carers make a big difference to children’s lives

Children and young people are
making outstanding personal
progress in all aspects of 
their development… children 
say they feel happy, safe 
and secure.”

Ofsted
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Comprehensive training and ongoing support

Our knowledge and experience has shown that high levels of effective support and comprehensive training for foster
carers provides stability and positive outcomes for the children and young people in our care. 

Our comprehensive training includes: 

• Ongoing and regular professional development

• Face-to-face, group and online training

• External training opportunities including NVQ
and CWDC accreditation

• Access to medical training

• Access to the Priory Group’s training and
development

We also offer high levels of support, 
which include:

• Access to a 24/7 out of hours service

• Psychological services and support

• Your own Priory Fostering Services social worker
whose role is to provide you with support and
guidance at all times

• Foster children are allocated their own support
worker who works in partnership with carers and
other professionals

• Representation at all childcare reviews

• Monthly surgeries provided by an experienced
child psychologist

• Access to a family contact suite

• Regular support group meetings

• Mentoring of new carers by experienced carers

The competitive rewards package 
offered includes:

• Weekly payments

• Paid holiday allowance

• Generous tax allowances

• Paid membership of the Fostering Network

• Paid respite care up to a maximum of 21 days per year

Our social support activities include:

• Invitations to various social events

• Summer activity programme for foster and birth children

The particular strength of the
agency is the outstanding, 
on-going support, advice and
guidance offered by staff.” 

Ofsted
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Foster carers and staff feel
highly valued and all feel 
they are working together 
as part of a team.” 

Ofsted
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You do not need any formal qualifications to become a foster carer, but there are certain skills and experience that will
enable you to meet the needs of the children and young people you care for, including:

• The time and energy to invest in a child or young person

• The ability to communicate effectively, not only with children and young people but also with social
workers, the child's birth families and others concerned with the wellbeing of the children

• The ability to be flexible and non-judgmental, as well as patient and understanding

• You will need a spare bedroom or bedrooms for foster children

• Have a valid driving licence and access to a car

• Access to a computer and the internet

• A sense of humour is also important!

You can apply to be a foster carer regardless of your marital status, sexuality or residential status. Foster carers come
from diverse backgrounds which reflect the children and young people who are in the care system.

Can I become a Priory foster carer?

• Please complete an application form and return it to us

• We will arrange a home visit to find out a little more about you and give you the opportunity to ask any

questions you may have

• Enhanced criminal records checks and medical checks will be undertaken

• Your home study assessment (Form F) will begin and references will be taken up

• You will participate in our Skills to Foster course

How do I apply to become a Priory foster carer?

The fostering agency is very well managed
and highly effective. Excellent matching and
high quality support sustains placements.
This is a strength of the agency.”

Ofsted



All foster carers are assessed by a specialist social worker. Once the assessment has been completed, both the foster carer
and the social worker will attend an independent fostering panel to be officially approved as a professional foster carer. 

Those who are new to fostering may think that this sounds intimidating. In fact most people find it both a positive and
rewarding experience. Don’t worry, as an agency we would not take you to panel unless we thought you were capable of
becoming a good foster carer.

How long will the assessment process take?

During the assessment process foster carers will typically receive eight to ten visits. The whole assessment process will take
between four and six months, although we aim to complete it sooner if possible.

Once you are an approved foster carer we will start the process of seeking the right child or young person for you. Priory
Fostering Services always allows foster carers to make the final decision on the foster placement.

What happens during the assessment process?
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With over 30 years of experience, the Priory Group treats over 70 conditions
through a nationwide network of over 275 facilities, including: 

specialist schools and colleges

supported residential facilities and homes 

complex care and neuro-rehabilitation facilities

mental healthcare hospitals and clinics

medium and low secure facilities

care homes for older people



About our Group

From education to hospitals, care homes and secure
facilities, the Priory Group of Companies offers
individually tailored, multidisciplinary treatment
programmes for those with complex educational 
needs or requiring acute, long-term and respite 
mental healthcare.

The integrated strength of each service provides a
seamless transition for the individual as they progress
between higher and lower dependency care and 
across services. This unique approach ensures that
every individual has the opportunity to achieve the
best possible outcomes and quality of life with the
Priory Group.

As 85% of our services are publicly funded and
delivered in partnership with commissioners, our teams
work with commissioning bodies across the country to
provide transparent pricing models and evidence-based
care programmes.

To contact the Fostering team:

call us on 

01684 560 333 

send an email to 

fostering@priorygroup.com

or visit our website at 

www.priorychildrensservices.co.uk/
fostering

Priory Fostering Services, 
The Dairy House, 1 Mathon Place, 
Mathon, Worcestershire, WR13 5NZ
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